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. Violinist Miles Stiebel has ac-
companied both The Beach Boys and
Tony Bennett. He’s performed on
the radio, and on stage at Blues Alley.
He’s played cruise ships, corporate
parties and more dances than you

can shake a well-shod foot at. But as
one of the Washington, D.C. area’s
most sought-after bandleaders, it’s

the Inaugural Balls that stand out on

his resume.
Stiebel keeping time for nation’s power players “They’re very glamorous and very
elegant and stately by their very
nature,” said Stiebel, who holds claim
to the achievement of having played
events for every living president. “I
think there’s always an aura of mag-
nitude: It’s a presidential event.”

One of Stiebel’s first star encoun-

Presidential performer
Miles Stiebel has set the
tempo at D.C.'s most elite
events for decades. ters came during the Reagan Inau-

g = gural, when guests Frank Sinatra and

= / : Jimmy Stewart told him how much
they liked his music. “That was a

thrill and a surreal moment,” he said.

“Just to be there and be included,

to do the music for such an event—

that’s an incredible commendation,

to be a part of it”

What Stiebel said he remembers
most of all the presidents was each
one carrying a tremendous pres-
ence. “What you tend to notice is
the personality,” he said. “Whether
one is a great orator who captivates
people, or really charming and down
to earth. President Clinton, when he
spoke, he wouldn’t use cue cards or
anything; he just charmed everybody
in the room.

“The intensity of presidential
events is always incredible.”

It doesn’t take a presidential
personality for this musician enjoy
an audience, though. “It’s a thrill to
meet new and interesting people,
whether celebrities or not, and to
make music for them,” he remarked.
“Music affects the ambiance of the

COURTESY OF THE ARTIST
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) | public culture, is just the place for
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D.C. with Chicago and New York

in that all three cities boast a big
events market. “D.C. has a unique-
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nice, and some of them are harder to
work with, just like the non-famous
people we all know.”

Fun DINING IN FAgreax!

| Violin: A Family Business
The violin tradition in Stiebel’s fam-

. ily extends back 100 years and across
the Atlantic Ocean. Stiebel’s mater-

| nal grandfather, Lionel Falkman, was
a well-known player and bandleader
in London in the early 20th century.

 Although Stiebel only vaguely re-

' members his grandfather, he proved
to be a powerful role model. When
Falkman was 19, he was first violinist

J - - 5 - . : ’ for world-renowned ballerina Anna
EXPERIENCE DINING IN THE : : Pavlova. He served as bandleader at

e . 1 | | Lyons Corner House, on London’s

s S X 3 | famous Oxford Street, and was

ECLECTIC RECTAUS , PAMIL ; ¢ € | featured in some of the earliest BBC

: v ; i : television programs. According to

Stiebel, after WWII Falkman played

on the BBC show “Music While You

Work” and toured England with his

orchestra. “He died when I was 4
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years old, but in a way I went into
what he did. He had many recordings
out; we have some of his records, but
a lot of them were bombed during
the war.”

Stiebel’s start in music kicked off
at age 6, when he began to learn the
ukulele. He moved on to guitar, then
violin when he was 8 years old, living
with his family in New York. His first
two years of training were under the
instruction of his mother, followed
by lessons with the concert mistress
of the American Symphony Orches-
tra in New York, then Sam Levy of
the National Symphony Orchestra
when his family moved to the D.C.
area in 1971.

“Now my two daughters are learn-
ing to play,” he said proudly.

In high school, Stiebel played in
restaurants and became the young-
est musician to perform with the
Fairfax Symphony Orchestra. “I went
to (the University of Virginia)—great
school—and I wasn’t sure what I
wanted to do, whether I wanted to go
into music or another field, so I just
kept up the music,” he remembered.

In Charlottesville, he presided as
concert master of the school orches-
tra, but despite his classical training,
Stiebel said popular music provided
more opportunity and more fun. “I
always enjoyed entertaining, seeing
people’s reactions to music; I could
see that response in popular music.

I enjoyed working with bands and
combos, and that’s led me into what
I do now.”

99 Percent Perspiration
While at UVA, Stiebel met Charlie
Daniels and Jimmy Buffet, who both
advised him to start his own band
and do his own thing. “At the time,”
he laughed, “you don’t know what
that is, you just have to jump in and
do what you think is good.”
Post-graduation, he played up
and down the East Coast and on
various cruise ships, where he first
encountered jazz violinist Stephane
Grappelli, whose picture today graces

Stiebel’s website, and who Stiebel
still cites as a prime example of per-
sonal inspiration.

“(Grappelli) was a wonderful vio-
linist until the very end; music keeps
musicians young. It might be the
attitude of performing, it might be
the release of playing music, it might
be the interaction between people,
releasing emotions with different
types of music, but musicians live
long and happy lives. The joy of per-
forming permeates itself through-
out their life. I’ve noticed that with
performers of all ages.”

Once Stiebel decided to settle

To think that
you’re making
music with one of
the greatest living
legends, that’s an
amazing feeling.

down in the NoVa area, he discov-
ered a way to live up to the challenge
Daniels and Buffet had issued him:
to start an entertainment agency.
“I’m a very Type A, people person,
and for me it was a good match,
because the connection is with
people in sales as well as the music,”
he explained. “The early 1980s really
turned out to be a good time to start
it, too, with so much new demand
for top-quality entertainment, reli-
able performers and good music. We
met that demand.”

That was 25 years ago, and these
days, Stiebel wears two hats: as a per-
former, violinist and bandleader, and
as the president of MSE Productions,
the same full-service entertainment
agency he started when he first re-
turned to D.C. But he’s recently added
a third title to his lengthy list of ac-
complishments: that of recording art-
ist. His just-released CD, “No Hassle
Miles,” particularly his arrangement
of The Beatles’“And I Love Her,” is

receiving airplay locally on WJZW
105.9 FM, as well as throughout the
country on smooth jazz stations. “For
the last 25 years, I’ve been playing
music, but I never made a CD until
now,” Stiebel said. “Over the years

I had toyed with it. Maybe I should
have made it earlier, but there are no
regrets. The timing is good.”

Not that he was ever resting on
his laurels. Stiebel counts one of his
highest honors as having once been
hired to accompany Ray Charles,
who was brought in for a private
event. “To think that you’re making
music with one of the greatest living
legends, that’s an amazing feeling,”
Stiebel said, his voice conveying his
enthusiasm years after the event.
“You’re hearing that classic voice
coming from him, and he’s 20 feet
from you.”

More recently, Stiebel’s ensemble
performed at D.C. jazz supper club
Blues Alley. “It’s a real terrific feeling
to perform there,” he commented,
“to see the positive responses of the
crowd and to think of all the amaz-
ing performers like David Sanborn or
Louis Armstrong who’ve played on
that stage. It’s really a great honor to
play where the greats have played.”

Still, it’s obvious Stiebel’s suc-
cess is rooted in more than mere
star power. His enthusiasm shines
through every aspect of his work.
“Leading a dance orchestra, you’re
always playing for festive events;
people are always in a great mood,
moving to your music. Whether it’s
for a dinner dance or an event where
Sen. John Glenn comes over and asks
for a special song and then dances to
it, it’s a really neat feeling to know
that your music is at that moment
influencing people and forming their
reactions. And the same goes with
listening. It’s energy that works both
ways with the audience as well as the
performers.”

Hear samples from “No Hassle
Miles” and learn more about MSE Pro-
ductions at www.milesstiebel.com and
www.mseproductions.com. e
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